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Build and Training Day
Kit Building and Testing plus

Foundation Training and General
Assessment   Day

Saturday   28  th   February   2026 Training
commences at 9am, to register contact us at:

training@nerg.asn.au

Kit day starts around 10am lunch will be
available - $5 pp.

Silent Keys

 Last year VK3FZ Roger Stafford went SK. He 
was a big Dxer and keen 6m man. We will miss 
seeing his signal on 6m.

 On the 31 December 2025 Keith Proctor VK3FT 
passed away. He was a senior member of the 
Victorian police in his working life. As a Ham Keith
was an avid Dxer and worked over 300 DXCC.

 I was saddened to learn that Jim Heath W6LG 
passed away late last year. I am sure that a lot of 
you out there have watched Jim's YouTube 
channel. 

 Jim Tonne W4ENE became SK 21st Sept 25. 
Many of you may have used his software. But 
most will have heard of or used his most popular, 
Elsie Filter Design Program.

February  2026
Monthly meeting

Thursday 12  th    February -  8:00 PM

 
Every Thursday afternoon – Radio Café

At the hall – Commencing at 2:00pm

Come along and play with the radios, have a chat
and a cuppa, bring your favourite nibbles.

Fourth Tuesday of the month  –

Gainfully Unemployed Group

Tuesday February 24th 11:00am for coffee;
lunch 12:15 at the Greensborough RSL, please

let us know if you are attending.

To get on the mailing list for this group please
request membership on groups.io the group

name is nerg-gug.

Emergency Action

  After three or four visits and a lot of work by 
NERG members Jim VK3KE's antennas are back 
up and operational. It was awesome to see 
members coming together to help another 
member in need. There was a lot of work that 
needed doing and having multiple people there 
made it easier to work out the best way to do 
things and get those things completed. I have to 
say I really enjoy that type of thing. Whether it be 
scrambling under a house chasing cables or 
climbing a tower. I really feel in my element. 

 If you would like to be part of the next install, fix 
or tear down send an email to 
contact@nerg.asn.au.

Maybe you have an antenna or tower that needs 
attention. Let us know at the above email address 
and we will see if we can help you.

Chris

VK3IK
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PLANNED DXPEDITIONS

 Feburary 2026 will see a few good DXPeditions on
the  air.  The  first  interesting  one  is  AU7RS
Lakshadweep Is. This island is in the Arabian Sea
off the West Coast of India so if you dont have them
already keep an eye out. The big one that we are all
waiting for is the upcoming activation of Bouvet Is.
The time line for Bouvet was Feb15 – March14 but
looking  on  the  official  website  (  3y0k.com  )  they
have been delayed by two weeks.
Start End Entity Callsign

Jan 27 Feb 01
French 
Polynesia

FO

Jan 30 Feb 03
St Kitts & 
Nevis

V47JA

Feb 01 Feb 27 Belize V31DJ

Feb 05 Feb 20
Sao Tome & 
Principe

S9BV

Feb 06 Feb 19 Cape Verde Is DDD0VR

Feb 08 Feb 14
Lakshadweep 
Is

AU7RS

Feb 07 Feb 14 Falkland Is VP8TDX

Feb 10 Feb 17 Greenland OX7AKT

Feb 15 Mar 14 Bouvet Is 3Y0K
Feb 19 Feb 27 Guyana 8R1WA
Feb 21 Feb 28 Barbados 8P9XB
Feb 14 Feb 28 Falkland Is VP8TM
Feb 21 Mar 07 St Kitts &Nevis V4

Thanks to http://www.ng3k.com/misc/adxo.html

February 2026 Contests

Here are some of the contests to look out for
this  coming  month.  In  the  table  you  will  see
Phone  Weekly  Test  and  the  World  Wide
Sideband  Activity  Test.  These  contests  run
weekly. Check contestcalendar.com for details.
Contest Times & Dates
Worlwide Sideband 
Activity Contest

0100Z-0159Z, Feb 3

10-10 Int. Fall Contest, 
Digital

0001Z, Feb 7 to 2359Z, Feb 
8

European Union DX 
Contest

1200Z, Feb 7 to 1200Z, Feb 
8

Worldwide Sideband 
Activity Contest

0100Z - 0159Z Feb 10

DARC FT4 Contest 1900Z – 2029Z Feb 10
Phone Weekly Contest 0230Z - 0300Z, Feb 11
CQ WW RTTY WPX 
Contest

0000Z, Feb 14 to 2400Z Feb 
15

Asia Pacific Spring 
Sprint CW

1100Z - 1300Z, Feb 14

SKCC Weekend 
Sprintathon

1200Z, Feb 14 to 2400Z Feb 
15

Feld Hell Sprint 1900Z-2059Z, Feb 21
RSGB 80m Club 
Championship CW

2000Z - 2130Z, Feb 26 

Many thanks to
http://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html

Discounts from Suppliers

Club  members  can  get  discounts  from two
suppliers:

Altronics.  (Australia  Wide),  Mention  you  are
from  the  North  East  Radio  Group  or  give  our
customer no - 64429. Discount will be minus 10%
up  to  45%  off  depending  on  the  item.  (Actual
discounts depend on the product type and quantity
purchased). There is No Minimum Spend in store to
receive  the  discount.  For  on-line  or  phone  Sales
there  IS a Minimum spend of $25.00 inc GST but
NOT including Freight. In the comments section put
“64429” to receive the  discount.      

Jaycar  Electronics  stores by  mentioning  you  are
from  the  “NERG”   no  spaces  quotes  or  dots  etc,
Account code is 44700493. You need to spend a min
$25.00 to receive the 10% discount.

 http://www.jaycar.com.au/

VK3CNE REMOTE STATION

Can  be  used  for  receive  on  all  HF  bands.
Provides transmit on 160 metres using a dipole,
80 and 40 metres using a trapped dipole and a
Spiderbeam for 20 through 10 metres. NO TX on
30M at this time.
This is only available to members, you will need:

• An Amateur Radio Licence – any grade – 
Remember you can only use the bands and 
power you are licensed to use.

• A windows computer with sound card 
connected to a speaker and a microphone.  A 
PC headset is ideal.

• OR an android tablet or phone and are 
prepared to pay for the app (less than $20)

• Download the free client from 
RemoteHams.com install it on your machine 
and register with RemoteHams.com using your
callsign. The android app is called RCForb 
and is available on google play.

• The NERG station is  “VK3CNE”  Connect to it 
and request “club” membership and TX 
capability. Then wait until your membership is 
approved and away you go!

• Usage privileges are only available to financial 
NERG members with VK callsigns.

VHF / UHF Remote
The VHF/UHF remote operates exactly the same as 
the HF version, the Station is “VK3CNE – 9700”  
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 About the NERG
The  NERG  Inc. Reg  No  A0006776V

http://nerg.asn.au The North East Radio Group,
Inc.  is  an  amateur  radio  club  devoted  to
encouraging members and others to enjoy the
hobby of amateur radio. It tries not to hang on
ceremony  and  endless  reporting  but  rather
participate in the fun aspects of this fascinating
hobby.

COMMITTEE

President  Anthony VK3YH/BNR

Vice President  Chris VK3IK/AWG

Secretary  Peter VK3PCC

Treasurer Anthony VK3YH/BNR

Committee Members

Mark VK3BYY David VK3UQ

Simon VK3SIM Frank VK3OP

Steve VK3MCC Rob VK3LER 

NERG NEWS  ARTICLES

The NERG is always happy to receive news,
articles,  and  member’s  wanted  or  for  sale
advertisements for  inclusion in  the newsletter.
Please  contact  the  editor  at
news{at}nerg.asn.au  

Nets & Beacons

NERG NETS  run  on  the  club's  70cm  repeater
VK3RMH  TX  438.325MHz  and  RX  433.325MHz
both C4FM and analogue. That means you RX on
438.325MHz and TX on 433.325MHz. You will need
a 91.5Hz CTCSS tone on your analogue FM TX and
if you don’t want to be bothered with listening to the
C4FM digital  signals  on  the  output  then  set  your
radio to 91.5Hz CTCSS tone on RX as well. (8.30 –
9.30 pm Non-meeting Thursdays). Feel free to join
the discussions.

146.575MHz is used as a general Net frequency
by a number of NERG Members and is often used
by the DX chasers in  the club while  chasing DX.
Foxhunters use this channel for liaison as well on
the third Friday of the month.

The  club  also  has  a  10m  beacon  working  on
28.2565 

Club Sponsor

Margherita Pizza ph 9434 4980

89 Main Road, Lower Plenty, Vic 3093

web www.margherita.com.au

Margherita's  Still  Sponsor  the  NERG  and
provide  the  excellent  suppers  that  we  have
come  to  enjoy.  Order  your  next  Pizza  dinner
from them and tell  them you  appreciate  their
support of the club.

FACEBOOK

The club are on Facebook. We can be found at
the following link.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/nergamateur
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ARDF World
Championships

 This year’s ARDF World Championships were 
held in Birstonas, Lithuania. You may well ask why
would you travel halfway around the world to look 
for transmitters hidden in a European forest. Many
amateurs are familiar with the monthly car-based 
foxhunting in Melbourne. ARDF (Amateur Radio 
Direction Finding) is similar but with less tech. 
That is definitely no phone and no internet, but 
simply a receiver, a compass, a map and a good 
pair of trail shoes. Fitness and strategy are the 
keys to success.
The World Championships consist of four events 
spread over five days with a rest day midway. 
There are two Classic events (80 M and 2 M. 
Each of the five transmitters running sequentially 
for a minute. Participants have to find a required 
number of transmitters depending on their age 
group (less for the older age groups). Determining 
the correct order to find the transmitters helps to 
shorten the distance travelled and keeping in 
touch with the map makes for suitable route 
choices avoiding thrashing through undergrowth 
and climbing unnecessary hills. Only the start and 
finish are marked on the map. The Sprint event is 
like a mini Classic event covering less distance 
and requires several changes in frequency in the 
80 M band. These transmitters run for only 12 
seconds each. Fast DFing is required. The final 
event is the Fox Or. It also uses several 
frequencies in the 80 M band. Having come from 
an orienteering background, this is my favourite 
event. Thankfully these transmitters running 
continually. Fox Or is different from the Classic 
and Sprint events as the map has circles 
indicating the general location of each of the low 
powered transmitters. It is a matter of choosing a 
fast route to each circle and then using the 
receiver to locate the transmitter. Again, there are 
several changes in frequency, so it’s imperative to 
be on the correct frequency for each of the 
different transmitters.
Being part of Team Australia comes with much 
kudos. The four of us get many comments. I’m not
sure whether this because we have travelled so 
far to participate or our brightly coloured uniform. I 
am particularly fortunate to have great technical 
support from Ewen VK3OW, Jack VK3WWW and 
Peter VK3ADY.

Although there were no podium finishes, to find all 
my transmitters was most satisfying. This is only 
surpassed by the friendships that come from being
involved in such a sport.
Is it dangerous running around forests in overseas
countries? Not really. But sometimes there is a risk
of slipping over, or stepping on a bear trap  or a 
land mine,
Can you get lost or off the map. Well, yes, but it 
makes a good story
So, to answer all these questions, as to why one 
would travel halfway around the world and take a 
few risks, it’s quite simple. It’s addictive.

Jenelle Templeton VK3FJT
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Photos From The ARDFF
Championships

A map for the 2m event.

A map for the W65 participants.

Team Australia

Jack VK3WWW, Jenelle VK3FJT, Ewan VK3OW, Peter VK3ADY

Ewan VK3OW in the sprint event.

Jenelle VK3FJT in the sprint event.
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Ewan VK3OW at the finish line.

Rest Day

If you are interested in ARDF you can contact
Ewan or Jenelle through the club.
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